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Thabazimbi 
Fire 

Festival 
Ignites 

Community 
Spirit

Thabazimbi – Lights, sirens, teamwork! The 2025 Thabazimbi Fire 
Festival, hosted by Thaba Fire and Rescue, lit up the town with life-
saving energy on 30 and 31 May at the Thabazimbi Show Grounds. From 

jaw-dropping rescue demonstrations to powerful 
community spirit, this event reminded everyone what 
it means to serve, protect, and celebrate together.
Brave emergency teams showed off their lightning-
fast responses and coordinated expertise during a 
realistic crash simulation, leaving the crowd inspired 
and deeply grateful.
Read more on page 3 for the full story, heartwarming 
moments, and a list of the many generous sponsors 
who helped make this explosive event such a blazing 
success! 

CHECK OUT THE  
LATEST DEALS INSIDE

Emergency 
services at 

the accident 
demonstration: 

Amandelbult 
Fire Team, 
Northam 

Platinum Fire 
Team, and 
Thaba Fire 

and Rescue 
Trauma Team.
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Help ons om Hannes se 
laaste rusplek te verseker

AfriForum herstel R100,000 
se slaggate in Thabazimbi 

- IN EEN MAAND

Conversations on Autism Take 
Centre Stage in Thabazimbi

AfriForum pak 
gevaarlike slaggat

Thabazimbi – A heartfelt event, Perspective 
on Autism, will take place on Saturday 21 
June 2025, at the New Way Christian Church, 
aiming to open minds and hearts through direct 
conversations with autistic children and their 
allies.
The event, themed “Accept. Understand. Love,” 
offers a rare and inclusive platform where non-
speaking autistics, unreliably speaking autistics, 
parents, and professional allies come together 
to share their lived experiences, insights, and 
strategies for communication and connection.
Confirmed speakers include Pennelope 
Musadavira, Akha Khumalo, Mika van Zyl, and 
Jabu Khumalo, alongside professional allies 
such as Dr Isaura Ribeiro, Tracy Gunn, and 

Belinda Sikwane. Together, they will explore 
innovative methods like spelling to communicate 
and advocate for deeper understanding of 
neurodiverse children.
Entry costs R200, with all proceeds donated to 
Spitskop Special Needs School to support its 
spelling-to-communicate initiative for autistic 
learners. 
The event runs from 08:00 to 13:00, and 
interested participants can contact Pennelope 
via WhatsApp on 078 441 3454 for bookings or 
more information.
Whether you’re a parent, teacher, therapist, or 
community member, this event offers a fresh 
perspective on autism — one shaped by voices 
that are often unheard.

Thabazimbi – Die AfriForum-tak in Thabazimbi het die veiligheid van 
motoriste verbeter deur ’n gevaarlike slaggat op dié dorp te herstel 
en bosse te verwyder wat motoriste se sigbaarheid belemmer het. 
Hierdie werk is een van verskeie inisiatiewe wat die tak vandeesmaand 
aanpak as deel van AfriForum se landwye #HerstelEnVersnel-projek. 
Dié projekte sluit skoonmaakaksies, slaggatherstelwerk, opknapping 
van terreine en meer in.
Lede van die Thabazimbi-tak het die bosse en lang gras by die ingang 
van die dorp skoongesny. Dit verseker dat motoriste beter sigbaarheid 
het, wat die risiko van ongelukke aansienlik verminder.
Verder het die tak ’n reuse slaggat aan die besige hoek van Frikkie 
Meyerstraat en 10de Laan herstel. Die slaggat, wat ’n enorme 
hoeveelheid teer (800 kg) benodig het om te vul, het ’n ernstige gevaar 
vir motoriste en hul voertuie ingehou. Deur hierdie slaggat te herstel, 
het AfriForum ’n beduidende bydrae gelewer tot die verbetering 
van die padinfrastruktuur en die veiligheid van padgebruikers in die 
omgewing.
“AfriForum is trots op sy lede wat skouer aan die wiel gesit het 
om hierdie noodsaaklike werk te verrig,” sê Janine van Aardt, 
voorsitter van die AfriForum se Thabazimbi-tak. “Die veiligheid van 
ons gemeenskap is van die uiterste belang en hierdie projekte is ’n 
konkrete bewys van AfriForum se toewyding om ’n verskil te maak.”
Intussen wag die Thabazimbi-tak steeds op terugvoer van die munisipale 
bestuurder rakende die voorgestelde samewerkingsooreenkoms. Die 
ooreenkoms beoog om ’n formele vennootskap tussen AfriForum en 
die Thabazimbi Plaaslike Munisipaliteit te vestig, waardeur AfriForum 
kan help met die instandhouding van kritieke infrastruktuur op die 
dorp. Die tak glo dat só ’n ooreenkoms tot voordeel van die hele 
gemeenskap sal strek en ’n volhoubare oplossing vir die uitdagings 
rondom infrastruktuurinstandhouding kan bied.
 AfriForum se Thabazimbi-tak het elke inwoner se inkoop nodig om 
’n daadwerklike verskil te maak. Besoek www.wordlid.co.za om 
betrokke te raak.
AfriForum mediaverklaring, Mei 2025 

Thabazimbi – Dit is met diepe hartseer dat 
die familie en vriende van Johannes “Hannes” 
Pieterse afskeid neem ná sy heengaan op Dinsdag 
27 Mei 2025. Hannes is op 27 Maart 1984 gebore 
en het 32 jaar lank in Thabazimbi gewoon, waar 
hy bekend was as ’n liefdevolle pa, broer, seun en 
vriend.
Hannes laat sy pa, sussie en seun agter, en sy 
heengaan laat ’n leemte wat moeilik gevul kan 
word. Sy familie rig nou ’n nederige versoek aan 
die gemeenskap om hulle te help om sy verassing 
te kan bekostig. Daar word nog R2,000 benodig 
om die kostes te dek.
Indien jy ’n bydrae wil maak, kontak asb. Ina 
Kruger by 083 639 9658 of Salome Pieterse by 
073 729 0195.
Die familie bedank elkeen vir hul ondersteuning, 
gebede en liefde in hierdie moeilike tyd. “Ons sal 
Hannes onthou vir sy sagte hart en opregte gees – 
mag hy in vrede rus.”

SEMENTSTENE, MAXI BLOKKE, 
PLAVEISEL - BEVEL (KLEUR OF GRYS), 

PLAVEISEL - INTERLOCKERS (KLEUR OF GRYS), 
KLEISTENE, SAND EN KLIP 

Thabazimbi kantoor 
083 296 2916

thaba@buffelbeton.co.za

Koedoeskop Kantoor
083 343 0781 

buffelbeton@thabanet.co.za 
Posbus 245 | Koedoeskop 0361
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Tel: 014 772 2295
Fax: 014 777 1531

www.thabazimbi.gov.za

LOCAL AUTHORITY PUBLIC NOTICE
ADOPTION OF THE FINAL IDP AND ANNUAL BUDGET FOR 2025/26

Notice is hereby given in terms of Section 21A of the Municipal Systems Act 32 of 2000, which provides for the publication 
of the final IDP and Budget as required, read together with Section 18 of the Municipal Budget and Reporting Regulations. 
And also, Section 25(4)(a) of the Municipal Systems Act 32 of 2000: A municipality must within 14 days of the adoption 
of its IDP, give notice to the public and make copies available for public inspection.

Furthermore, Section 24(2)(c) of Municipal Finance Management Act 56 of 2003: Requires the municipality to make the 
annual budget and supporting documentation publicly available after adoption. 

Thabazimbi Local Municipality has adopted its final Integrated Development Plan (IDP) and Budget for 2025/26 financial 
year, including the Medium Term Revenue Expenditure Framework (MTREF) for 2025/26, 2026/27 and 2027/28 at a duly 
convened Council meeting held on 30 May 2025. The adopted documents include:
•  Tariff schedules  •  Budget related policies  •  Performance objectives and service delivery targets.
Copies of the final IDP and Annual Budget are available for public inspection on the municipal website www.thabazimbi.
gov.za and/or at the following offices during normal office hours (07:30 – 16:30) Monday – Friday.

PLACE VENUE ADDRESS
Thabazimbi Municipal Manager Office, Record Office, IDP Office, Budget & 

Treasury Office
7 Rietbok Street

Northam Municipal Office 313 Tungsten Street
Rooiberg Municipal Office Knoppiesdoring No 1
Leeupoort/Raphuti Municipal Office Stand Number 2 Muisvoel

Kindly contact the below officials should there be any queries regarding the following: Final IDP - Mrs. KL Monawa- Lesotho 
(Manager: Integrated Development Plan) @ 082 691 4600 // lena.monawa@icloud.com | Annual Budget - Mr. T Chetty 
(Manager: Budget and Reporting) @ 076 800 7674 // chettythaveshan@gmail.com  
7th Rietbok Street, PO Box 90, Thabazimbi, 0380

MR GC LETSOALO CA (SA) | MUNICIPAL MANAGER    Notice: 17/2025

Die AfriForum-tak herstel ‘n slaggat 
aan die hoek van Frikkie Meyerstraat 
en 10de Laan, Thabazimbi. 

Johannes “Hannes” 
Pieterse – ’n geliefde 

pa, broer en vriend. 

Thabazimbi – AfriForum se Thabazimbi-
tak het in Mei 2025 slaggate ter waarde 
van meer as R100,000 in en om die dorp 
herstel. Tydens dié maand is altesaam 
850 sakke teer van 25 kg elk gebruik om 
die paaie veiliger te maak.
Die koste van een sak teer beloop 
R118, wat die totale koste vir die teer op 
R100,300 bring. Die gemeenskap het 
hierdie fondse aan AfriForum beskikbaar 
gestel weens die Thabazimbi Plaaslike 
Munisipaliteit se onvermoë om die paaie 
te herstel. Hierdie ruim bydrae wys op die 
erns waarmee inwoners die verval van 
infrastruktuur ervaar.
Die herstelwerk is op verskeie kritieke 
punte in Thabazimbi aangepak. Die 
meeste sakke teer – 531 sakke – is in 
Warmbad-weg gebruik, gevolg deur 
139 sakke teer in Chroom-rylaan in die 
industriële gebied. Vyftig sakke teer is 
in onderskeidelik Frikkie Meyer-straat 
en Spitskop-weg aangewend, terwyl 
41 sakke in Michaelstraat gebruik is en 
39 sakke by die kruising van Eland- en 
Rooibokstraat. 
Hierdie projek word gedryf deur 
AfriForum-lede wat hul tyd en hulpbronne 
opoffer om ’n tasbare verskil te maak. 
“Ons kan nie langer terugsit en toekyk 
hoe ons dorp se paaie in slaggat-
velde ontaard nie. Hierdie projek is ’n 
duidelike bewys dat die gemeenskap 
van Thabazimbi bereid is om selfdoen-
oplossings te implementeer waar die staat 
misluk,” sê Barry Knuppe, ondervoorsitter 
van die AfriForum-tak in Thabazimbi.
AfriForum se Thabazimbi-tak het 
elke inwoner se inkoop nodig om ’n 
daadwerklike verskil te maak. Besoek 
www.wordlid.co.za vir meer inligting.
AfriForum persverklaring uittreksels, 
2 Junie 2025 

Meer as 800 sakke teer is gebruik 
om slaggate in Thabazimbi te herstel.

6 JUNE 2025,   PLATINUM BUSHVELDER,   Tel:  081 309 3876,   Fax: 011 252 6669,   E-mail: ads2@platinumbushvelder.co.zaP02



Thabazimbi Fire Festival Fuels 
Pride and Preparedness
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Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd t/a Platinum Bushvelder disclaims all liability for any loss, damage, 
injury or expense, however caused, arising from the use of or reliance upon, in any matter, the 
information provided through this publication, whether through news, classifieds, editorials or 
advertisements, and does not warrant the truth, accuracy or completeness of the information 
provided. Advertisements, classifieds, editorials and letters written to the editor/ newspaper/s 
is the opinions and representations of the companies/individuals who placed or sent the 
advertisements, classifieds, editorials or wrote or sent the letters to the editor and not that of the 
editor/s, editor in chief, journalists, employees or owners of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. We 
herewith indemnify ourselves from any related claims. Platinum Bushvelder’s title and design 
of its logo is the sole property of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. Contact us per email with any 
queries: ads2@platinumbushvelder.co.za. | All original designs in this newspaper is the sole 
property of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd and may only be reproduced or distributed by or with 
the written consent of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. Copyright is strictly reserved, and no work, or 
part thereof, may be used for commercial purposes. Should any of the content be copied without 
the written consent of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd, legal action may be taken.

Yours, O Lord, is the 
greatness, The power 
and the glory, The 
victory and the majesty; 
For all that is in heaven 
and in earth is Yours; 
Yours is the kingdom, 
O Lord, And You 
are exalted as 
head over all.

NEW KING JAMES VERSION (NKJV)

1 CHRONICLES 29:11 Do you trust people? 
Trust is the foundation of every relationship—whether 
with family, friends, neighbours, or strangers. But 
with rising crime, scams, and disappointments, 
many say they’ve become more guarded. Do you 
believe people are mostly good and trustworthy, or 
do you keep your guard up? We’d love to hear your 
thoughts.
Here’s how you can participate. Email us at news@
platinumweekly.co.za | news@platinumbushvelder.
co.za or WhatsApp your response to 081 579 7000. 
Include the following:
•	 Your answer: Yes or No
•	 Why? We want to hear from you!    
•	 A recent photo – We’d love to publish your pic 

alongside your answer!
•	 Your town/city 
•	 Deadline – Be sure to send your response before 

12:00 on Monday, 9 June 2025.
Vote results: The outcome of the poll will be featured 

in our next issue. Be a part of our community’s 
story! P.S.: Don’t forget, you can also voice your 
opinion on our Facebook post about this topic. 

Join the conversation!

POLLSOULFOOD

Ossewa Fees Thabazimbi
'n dag vol pret en lekkernye, daar is ook ŉ braaibroodjie 

kompetisie | R250 per persoon | Tyd: 08h00 tot laat
07 June 2025 Thabazimbi: AP KERK 

Thabazimbi 072 252 3459

Paint & Sip Event
A splash of Joy, painting and sipping | R300 per person

07 June 2025 
(12:00 – 14:30)

Leeupoort: Leeukrans 
Kroeg en Restaurant 076 456 4793

Koedoefees
Come and enjoy this year’s Koedoefees with us! A 

unique Bushveld festival with a wide variety of typical 
bushveld products and delightful relaxation you won’t 
easily find elsewhere. A festival for young and old to 
enjoy. FREE ENTRY! Music, Stalls, Delicious Food, 
Fresh Meat, “Wildswors” & Biltong, Fun Park (with 

rides) & Kids’ Activities, Live entertainment, and much 
more...Note: No stalls on Sunday, 15 Junie. Special 
Praise and Worship Service with Piet Smit @ 10:00

13 June 2025 
(11:00 – 17:00)
14 June 2025 

(09:00 – 15:00)

Koedoeskop: 
Gemeenskap kerkterrein 
te Koedoeskop (tussen 
Bela-Bela, Thabazimbi 

en Brits)

083 276 5141

Did you know?
Sprinkling cinnamon and cayenne pepper in your garbage 
bin can help repel mice and flies — naturally! Cinnamon’s 
strong scent deters insects, while cayenne’s spicy compound, 
capsaicin, irritates rodents’ noses and keeps them away. It’s a 
safe, eco-friendly trick from your kitchen cupboard. Bonus? Your 
bin smells a whole lot better too! So, before you reach for harsh 
chemicals, try a sprinkle of spice — nature’s own pest control!

PUBLIC POLL: THE RESULTS ARE IN!
Would you say YES to switching lives 

with your dog (or pet) for a day?

Imagine trading your deadlines for belly rubs, your meetings for naps in the sun. Pets seem to have the dream 
life — but would you really want to swap places? Just for a day? Let us know if you’d paw-sitively say yes, or if 

you’d rather stick to human life!

Would you say YES to switching lives with your dog (or pet) for a day?

HAVE YOUR SAY

Yes, absolutely! 
I’ve always 

wondered what 
goes through their 

minds when we 
talk to them — I’d 
love to find out for 

myself.

Biance Horn, 
Thabazimbi 

No. It might be 
fun for a moment, 
but I’d rather stay 
in my own shoes 
and stick with the 
richness of human 

experiences.

Jan Makinta, 
Thabazimbi 

NO 71% YES 29%

Thabazimbi – The Thabazimbi Show Grounds 
were ablaze with excitement and pride on 30 and 
31 May 2025, as the Thabazimbi Fire Festival 
brought together emergency heroes, daring 
demonstrations, loyal sponsors, and a vibrant 
community for a weekend that won’t be forgotten.
Hosted by Thaba Fire and Rescue, the festival 
wasn’t just about smoke and sirens – it was 
a celebration of bravery, skill, teamwork, and 
community spirit. From high-stakes rescue demos 
to adorable dog shows, every moment burned 
bright with purpose and pride.
“We couldn’t have done this without the community,” 
said Pierre Loots, CEO of Thaba Fire and Rescue. 
“The heart of Thabazimbi beats strong because 
of you. And if anyone has suggestions to make 
next year even better, I’d love to hear from you 
personally – call me on 083 603 5678.”
Pierre would also like to extend a heartfelt thank 
you to his entire Thaba Fire and Rescue team for 
their hard work and dedication.
The event featured live music, a VIP tent, beer 
garden, food stalls, and action-packed rescue 
displays including car crash simulations, foam 
spraying, and dramatic high-altitude rope rescues 

courtesy of Mokgalakwena Rope Rescue Team.
Pierre and the TFR team extended heartfelt thanks 
to every sponsor and supporter who helped fuel 
the fire of success. To every donor, every team 
member, and every visitor – your contribution 
mattered.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS – 
YOU LIGHT UP OUR WORLD
A roaring round of applause to: Northam Platinum Fire 
Team, Amandelbult Fire Team, Mokgalakwena Rope 
Rescue Team, Trauma Rescue, Wilmed Emergency, 
Skeerpoort Verspreiders, Rykie May, Echo Mountain Inn, 
Tikva Lodge, Total Thabazimbi, Panarotis, Soritzy Day 
Spa, PNA Thabazimbi, Obaro, Michael Mouton, Oasis, 
Kransberg Auto Spares, Pieter Lambrecht, Klipbokkie, 
Ki-lani (Pieter Phalani), Lambert Joubert Big5 Car 
Wash, Melkro Training, J&J Drums, Spar, P&F Slaghuis, 
Megs Ysterberg, Numzaan Safaris, Kgabo Dumela, Lodi 
Uys, Karel (A Plus Water Solutions), Corrie Prinsloo, 
Gert Stighling, Sign-Perfect, AWC Rentals, Brand Corp 
SA, Woefkardoes, David Mosedi, Gereformeerde Kerk 
Matlabas, Aziscore Recycling, Roots Thabazimbi, Nancy 
Otto, Ndluvu Guesthouse, and Lion Hill Guesthouse.

Meet the heartbeat of the festival, members of Thaba Fire and Rescue: from left – brigadesman Johan Breytenbach, brigadesman Hardus 
Bronkhorst, brigadesman Shilo Bronkhorst, administrator Madeleine Uys, CEO Pierre Loots, and director Angelique Loots.

Scene of the simulated car crash that showed just how 
fast and fierce real rescue work can be.

Northam Platinum Fire Team demonstrating how foam is deployed in a fire – no 
flames, just technique.

High stakes and 
higher scaffolding – 
the Mokgalakwena 

Rope Rescue 
Team showcased 
a thrilling vertical 

rescue.

Christa Bloem from 
Thabazimbi K9 showing 
off dog Judah’s 
obedience and charm.

Paws, 
applause, 
and wagging 
tails – the dog 
show kept tails 
wagging and 
smiles wide.
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Pikkewynkampvegters 
trek saam! 

Van links: Danie Naude (Ysterberg veldkornet), Lucian Booysen (wenner van die trekking), en Nelia Pieterse.

Ysterberg Voortrekkers 
– klein kampvegters met 
groot harte vir die natuur.

Thabazimbi – Met 
glimlagte, gesiggies vol 
pikkewyne en heerlike 
cupcakes het die Ysterberg 
Voortrekkers op Woensdag 

28 Mei 2025 saamgestaan vir 
’n oulike, maar ernstige doel: 

om bewusmaking te skep vir 
die bedreigde Afrika-pikkewyn. As 

deel van die Voortrekkers se nasionale 
Pikkewynkampvegters-projek het kinders 

ingekleur, gekyk, geleer – en natuurlik, feesgevier.
Die middag was propvol prettige aktiwiteite soos sand-art 

kaartjies, gesigverf, en ’n opbouende bewaringsvideo. Die 
hoogtepunt was die trekking van ’n oulike gebreide pikkewyntjie 
– wat gewen is deur Lucian Booysen. Fondse word steeds 
ingesamel en sal aan ’n bewaringsorganisasie geskenk word.
“Ons wil kinders leer dat elke klein aksie ’n groot verskil kan 
maak – selfs al is dit net om ’n cupcake vir ’n pikkewyn te eet,” 
sê Nelia Pieterse, Ysterberg-offisier en bemarker. Hierdie projek 
strook met die Voortrekkers se visie om omgewingsbewustheid, 
verantwoordelikheid en gemeenskapsbetrokkenheid onder jong 
leiers te kweek.
Hou koers – vir ons toekoms én  
ons pikkewyne! Meer by:  
www.voortrekkers.co.za

Thabazimbi – Maandag 26 Mei 2025 was alles 
behalwe ‘n gewone dag by Laerskool Koedoeskop 
toe hul kwartaalbrandoefening lewendig en 
leerdervriendelik deur Northam Platinum Mine Fire 
and Rescue ondersteun is.
Met die alarm wat lui, het leerders vinnig en 
georganiseerd ontruim na die rugbyveld, waar 
die regte brandbestryders reeds gewag het. 
In ‘n realistiese scenario het die span een van 
die leerders ‘gered’ om te wys hoe hulle in ‘n 
noodgeval sou optree – iets wat vir jong en oud 
indrukwekkend was.
Na die oefening het die brandweerpersoneel 
met entoesiasme hul toerusting, uniforms en die 
funksies van hul brandweerwa aan die leerders 
verduidelik – insluitend hoe elke item lewens help 
red. Kinders het met oë so groot soos pierings 
geluister en geleer.
Elke klas het opvoedkundige plakkate ontvang, en 
die brandweer het waardevolle hulp aangebied om 
die skool se noodplan te hersien en te verbeter. 

Get the Platinum Bushvelder directly on your phone.

WhatsApp                                   to subscribe today! Jou Gratis Gemeenskapskoerant    |   Your Free Community Newspaper 

25 000 newspapers per week

FREE

0818211332

WANNEER DIE SIRENE LOEI… 

Koedoeskop se Noodplan in Aksie!

Leerders van Laerskool Koedoeskop 
geniet ‘n opwindende oomblik by die 
brandweerwa op die rugbyveld.

Alice Jarman

TAR really needs your help
Thabazimbi – There is a special plea to the 
community of Thabazimbi to support Thabazimbi 
Animal Rescue (TAR), your local animal shelter. 
TAR needs donations of food. 
For more information, please contact 
TAR on 084 885 6487.
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